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WATER CORPORATION - 
Supplementary Information No 45  
Question:  Hon Bruce Donaldson asked:  Last year, the estimated total cost of the infill sewerage program was 
$48.3m.  Funding levels in the current budget year for that program have decreased by $18m to $30.5m.  How 
many projects were deferred, both in the country and metropolitan areas, as a result of the reduction in capital 
works in this current financial year? 
Answer:  The reduction in 2002/03 has resulted in 22 metropolitan and 23 country projects being deferred. 
Supplementary Information No 46 
Question:  Hon Dee Margetts asked:   
(1) How much is allocated in the 2002-03 budget, and over how many years, for a state water conservation 

strategy that includes water recycling and other water saving measures? 

(2) How much is allocated for the protection of existing water resources for future public supply use, 
including protection from incompatible land use such as quarries? 

(3) What about strategic water resources and water supply policy including updating the Perth water 
future strategy, originally published 7 years ago? 

(4) Is there any provision for a public education and marketing campaign on water conservation and re-
use? 

(5) If there is no allocation for any of these programs, why not?   

Answer: 

(1) The 2002/03 Capital Budget has an allocation of $18.5 million for the Kwinana Water Recycling 
Project.  Water saving measures are an operating expense. 

(2) The Water Corporation does not have responsibility for these areas. 

(3) Updating plans is an operating expense. 

(4) Public education and marketing are operating expenses. 

(5) Demand management and finding new sources are operating expenses. 

Supplementary Information No 47 

Question:  Hon Barbara Scott asked:  My question relates to the South Burracoppin-Muntadgin water project.  
That water project extended pipes to about 30 people, with a major contribution made by all landowners.  The 
project work was completed some two months ago.  

(1) Can the Water Corporation or the Minister tell me when those people might expect the Water 
Corporation to put on the pump and switch to allow the water to be accessed by those landowners?  
The landowners in that area have been told that the water is expected to be switched on in July.  Is this 
accurate? 

(2) How much is that predicted to cost, excluding the cost of the pipes already paid by the Water 
Corporation of, I believe, $1.4 million.  What is the cost of completing the project?  Is there a line item 
in this budget to accommodate that cost?  

Answer:  

(1) The pumps and switchboard will be installed and commissioned and the land owners will have access 
the water on the 26th July 2002 

(2) The cost to complete and commission the pump station is $150,000 and this amount is included as a line 
item in the original budget 

Supplementary Information No 48 

Question:  Hon Norman Moore asked: 

(1) Can the Minister advise of the average cost per kilolitre of providing water from dams, underground 
sources, through desalination and by the further treatment of wastewater?  Could you give me the 
average cost for those four sources?   Some 90 gigalitres of water are pumped out into the ocean each 
year?  What cost would be required per kilolitre to upgrade that water to water that could be used 
within the reticulated system?  
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(2) Average cost of water from dams and groundwater sources 

Answer: 

(1) As explained at the Estimates Committee, the cost differs for each individual project ie, different 
groundwater projects have different costs.  

(2) The metropolitan integrated water supply scheme uses both dams and groundwater sources.  These 
sources are developed progressively to minimise the long-term cost of sources.  The average cost of 
dams and groundwater sources should therefore be considered together. 

 The average cost of existing sources, including trunk mains to transfer the water to Perth, is 52.6c/kL 
based on normal year consumption.  It should be noted that if this cost were calculated using the 
reduced consumption due to the restrictions, the cost would increase to 62c/kL.  This is due to the high 
level of fixed cost in supplying water. 

 The average cost of developing new sources over the next 20 years is currently estimated to be 75c/kL.  
This includes the cost of transporting the water to Perth. 

 Cost of Desalination 
 The Corporation is investigating the provision of a large-scale desalination plant south of Perth.  The 

current estimate of the cost of this plant, including connecting the plant to the distribution scheme, is 
$1.50/kL. 

 The cost of desalination varies considerably with the scale of the plant, the quality of the water being 
treated, the cost of energy and the average level of utilisation. 

 Treatment of Wastewater 

 The Corporation is currently developing a project to treat wastewater for reuse by industry at Kwinana.  
The cost of the treated wastewater is 90c/kL. 

 It should be noted that the treatment does not bring the water to a quality that is suitable for use within 
the reticulation system.  However, it does produce very low salinity water that has advantages over 
normal scheme water in industrial processes.  This scheme will effectively add to Perth's water supply, 
as it will be a substitute for industry drawing on the integrated scheme. 

 Wastewater reuse through indirect potable supply is technically feasible and offers a substantial 
potential water resource.  To adequately protect public health, it is envisaged that multiple barriers, 
including reverse osmosis, at least 12 months storage, conventional water treatment and multiple 
disinfection would be necessary for potable consumption.   

 The injection of highly treated wastewater into the Perth aquifer system as part of an aquifer storage and 
recovery process provides an option for necessary storage barrier for potable use.  Considerable work is 
required to evaluate the practicality and cost of this proposal.  Reliable costs are not currently available. 

Supplementary Information No 49 

Question:   Hon Dee Margetts asked:  How much of the 2002/03 budget has been allocated to measures for 
reusing treated wastewater or effluent outside the Perth region for irrigation or other purposes, and what 
methods or measures are being investigated? 

Answer:  $2.6 million is allocated for reuse of effluent outside Perth region.  Methods being used and 
investigated are the irrigation of golf courses and woodlots and the use of wetlands. 

Supplementary Information No 50 

Question:  Hon Dee Margetts asked:  Can the Minister provide details on the percentage of resources that were 
expended on demand management measures and the percentage that was expended on finding sources for water 
supply capacity for 2001, 2002/03, and the past 5 years?  I am trying to work out how the Corporation’s demand 
management compares with its looking for new resources. 

Answer:  Demand management and finding new sources are operating expenses. 

Supplementary Information No 51 

Question:  Hon Ray Halligan asked:  I refer to the estimated total costs on page 1269.  The costs appear not to 
be the total costs of the programs, but rather the costs associated with expenditure in a single year.  That gives 
no real indication of how much is yet to be expended on those programs.  Is there any reason why the total costs 
of the program cannot be included? 
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Answer:  State Treasury determines the format of the information provided.   

Supplementary Information No 52 

Question:  Hon Dee Margetts asked:  What was the expenditure by the Water Corporation over the past 
financial year and the past 5 years, and what is the allocation for 2002/03 for the provision of water supply 
services in Western Australia, including money spent on developing new water sources and maintaining water 
supply services? 

Answer: 

1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 

$59.3m $103.8m $125.7m $226.0m $217.2m $163.6m $223.0m 

The values in the table above include asset replacement projects but exclude commercial projects. 

The maintenance and operation of water supply services is an operating expense. 

Supplementary Information No 53 

Question: Hon Dee Margetts asked:  What has been the proportion, as a percentage, of funds expended on water 
demand management measures, compared with that spent on water conservation over the past year and the past 
five years, and what is the allocation for that purpose in 2002/03? 

Answer:  Water demand management and water conservation are operating expenses. 
 


